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An Appreciation

[ have carefully gone through the thesis ~Tulanamilak
alocanay Ramavana O° Mahabharata™ (QFAXNNET SACAGAE
Y € ASIFS) approved by the University of Burdwan for
award of Ph. D degree to its author Sri Bibekananda
Bandyopadhyaya. Though both the Ramavana and the
Mahabharata are regarded as specimens of the “Epic’, the two
widelv differ among themselves in points of projcction of ideals
trcatment of themes, arcas of execution as also in points of
characterization and unfolding of incidents. it is a fact that the
two Epics have continued te supply themes to later literary
artists for their own crcations and have continued to enrich the
stream of Indian Culturc for vcars together. As a matter of
fact Indian Culture has been continuing to draw its perennial
inspiration from the Upanishads. the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata.

It is thercfore nccessary to have a comparative estimate of
thesc two Epics not in traditional manner but by applving the
mcthodology of modemn scicntific rescarch to all their compo-
nents. se that the incidents occurring in the two can be iden-
tified. the influence of onc on the other can be locatcd and
identical verses occurring in the two or identical thoughts cx-
pressed through different media can be brought to light for
guidance of posterity. It is refreshing that the thesis under
consideration, has been able to do this significant task of locat-
ing identical stanzas and storics appcaring in the two Epics as
also mn showing how a scparatc treatment has been given to
the same incident mn the two cpics according to diffcrent of
ideals and techniques It has also attained spectacular success
in making a comparative statement of the social structurcs
prevalent in the ages of the Ramavana and the Mahabharata
and in showing the influcnce excrted by the two Epics on the
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daily life of the pcople in contemporary socicty. These two
Epics. as a matter of fact. constitutc significant forces for
cffccting national intcgration, in as much as, the two have
influcnced not only thc bards and singers. litcrary artists and
story-tellers in all parts of thc country, but have been able to
retain their prestigious position as well in the society.

The work is the first of its kind to apply a new methodol-
ogyv to the task of analysing the two Epics, as a result of
which the findings are quite new and of sufficiently high order.
The author’s command over Bengali idioms and expressions is
commendable. I do not find any deficicncy in the treatment
and presentation of the author. One of the most intercsting
features of the work is that it contains a comparative analysis
of the Rama, story contained in the Ramayana and that con-
tained in thc Mahabharata with the objective of showing as to
which one of the two stories is older than the other. Another
notable featurc is that it discussess the chronology of the two
Epics by adopting both litcrary and linguistic vardsticks. On thc
whole thc work bears a stamp of originality and proves the
author’s deep penetration not only into the two Epics, but also
into all facts of Indian Civilisation, which has continued to
draw nourishment continuously from the Epics.

The book, I am sure, will establish itselt as a sourcc book
and will inspire future research scholars trving to work on the
Epics. -

I congratulate the author and welcome his book to the arena
of Indian Literarv and Cultural studics.

oo/ "M
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8Y. The Hari-Vamsa bears to the Mahibharata a relation very similar to that

which the Uttara-Kinda. or last Book of thc Ramavana bears to the
preceding Books of that poem = Monier Williams . Indian Wisdom.
p17.
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8b. “Now the Ramopakhvana i the Mahabharata. which shows some dil-
ferences from the text of Valmiki, yet discloses the influence of the latter
and has scveral passages showing its minute acquaintance with Vilmiki's
text Jacobi. Winternitz. and Sukthankar the first editor of the critical
edition of the Mahabharata. discussed this question of the relation of the
Ramopikhyina 1w the Mahabharata with Valmiki Ramiayapa and con-
cluded that the Ramopakhyana hnew Vilmiki and represented a frec
summany of Valmiki's text.” V. Raghavan. The Ramavana in Sanskrit
Literatuie. p.3

8%. Markandeva is made to recount the narrative to Yudhisthira. afler the
recovery ol Draupadi. (Who had been carricd by Jayadratha. as Sita was
by Ravana) m order to show that there were other examples in ancient
tines of virtuous people sutlering violence at the hands of wicked men
It 15 probable (and c¢ven Professor Weber admits it to be possible) that
the Mahabharata episode was epitomized from the Ramédsana. and altered
here and there to give it an appearance of engmaiits.” - M. Monier
Wilhams. Lrrcaan Hisdom, p.368.
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I TR AN ToRRe . Tewe i (em SgfeutH
(AT G FA I e Tl ¢ Ry w5 e gE e
RT3 % AR | TE ka7 Trw AT qued el
3, e AR 2iET IO W 9 AR IAR AT =W

T3 Tz ToARITA TEAFNST FEFO CNF 932 SPITRY TR
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The Ramavana must already have been generally familiar
as an ancicnt work beforc the Mahabharata rcached its final
form. %3

HOIR VFCASH ACHAGAET (@I IR T I i
FAR AT & TeiEe coufd G AN I TEIINSA
TR TS o O ARISITTA IR A e ATy 9w
Prare @eme Iege IE W gm M

@S. ~In this restncted sense we must understand the statement that the
Ramopikhyana is an epitome of our Ramayana. a fast which we may
regard as established on account of numerous verbal agrecements which
have been shown to exist between the two poems ™ V.S Sukthankar.
V.S. Sukthankar Memona! Volume

@=. The Ramavana. p 71

@%. H is also mmportant e note that the Ramopakbyvana alrcady known the
full text of Valnikt as it is current with the Bala and Uttua Kandas and
knows also the longer verses. it s also noteworthy that its narrative
opens with the storv ot Ravana. a feature found generally m the South-
East Asian yersions

V Raghavan  The Ramavana o1 Sanshrie Lucerature
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S. Between the dth century B.C. and 4th cenury A D. the transtormation
of the cpic Mahdbhdrata into our present compilation took place.
probably graduallv..—M Winternitz. 4 Hewory of Indian Literature.
Vol. 1. Pt. 1L p. 417

R. Epic Avthology. p. 1. .
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8. “We shall. therefore not be wrong in holding that the dctails of daly hife
as portraved on Indian sculptures and statues belonging roughly to the
period 300 BC. to 130 BC. in so far as they depict certain costumes.

[

ornaments. etc. must have been those which had prevailed from ven
ancient times - say for about a thousand ycars previous to their depictment-
times. which we may. without much contradiction. generally designate as
the Epic or Mahibhdrata period.” - -A note on the illustrations i the first
volume of the cutical Edition of the Mahdbhirata. Vol. I Part 1 P CXIL
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3.  The two epics had also become part of the discipline and cdu-
cation of young princes. Kautilya warns them in the section of
control of senses (1. 6. 8) not to follow the example of Rivana
and Duryodhana and go to ruin.

TR [ AT, (T reme b
-- The Ramavana in Sanskrit Literaturc, pp.3-4.
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. About a quarter of a million school children in London are study-
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with Indians settled in Britain.—Reporis I. T. 1 The Statesman.
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».  "From the beginning of the ninctcenth century there is the start
of European scholarly intercst. with editions and translations of
the original Ramayana imo English in the f{irst decade and into
Italian and French in the middle of that century. By now. the
Rimayana has taken its place as one of the classics of the world
literature.” —J. L. Brokington, Righteous Rama : The Evolution
of an Epic, . p. 306
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