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Preface and Synopsis

This book (Vaisnava Pada Sankalan) is an anthology of
‘Vaisnava Padavali consisting of three hundred padas written
by more than fifty Vaisnava poets of mediaeval Bengal. This
collection has been prepared mainly for the students who
intend to take up Bengali for higher studies.

Bengal was a witness of a great revolnt:on of the Bhakti-
cult both before and after the advent of Sri-Chaitanya, and of
a spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings in the shape of
music and poetry comprising of thousands of padas written by
more than hundred Vaispava lyrieists. The main theme of
Vaisnava Padas is the love episode of Radha and Krishna
based on the allegory about the spiritual relation of God with
‘His power of delighting himself as well as His worshippers.
Jayadeva, the court-poet of Laksman Sena, was the pioneer
poet of Vaisnava Padavali in Bengal. From Joyadeva of 12th
century to Radhamohon Thakur of 18th century, about four
thousand padas written by Vaisnava poets have been preserved
in anthologies of late mediaeval Bengal The Padakalpataru,
prepared in the early 18th century is the largest anthology.
This collection, with a short introduction and notes is mainly
prerared on the basis of the Padakalpataru. In the appendix,
short notes on all the Vaisnava poets in this collection have
been given. The principle underlying the selection of Padas
is based on the system of Vaisnava Rasa-Shastra, and- all the
chapters are arranged according to the form of Pala-kirtana,
ie, the established divisions of Lila-kirtana. In the selection
of Padas the chronological order has also been maintained as
far as practicable.

Inside the text there are sixteen chapters as follows :—

1. Bandana ; Adoration to Lord and Saints.
2. Prarthana ; Prayer to God.
3. Gouranga Padavali ; Padas written on Lord Goulfanp
(Sri-Chaitanya).
4, Gostha-Lila ; Sports of Krishna with cow-toys and
| return to his mother.



S.

9.

11.

12,

13.

14,
15.
16.

Boyoswandhi and Ruparati ; Beauty and emotional
aspects of the adolescent period of Radha and Krishna,
Purvaraga ; The blossoming love before meeting
‘ proper.
Anuraga ; Matured aspects of love after Union.

Abhiur‘a 3 Secret journey towards the lover’s destina-

tion.
Utkanthita § ; States of Nayika remaining in wait
Vipralabdha for lover.
Khandita '
Manini } ; Nayika offended and the state of
Kalahantarita . repentant,

Danalila and Naukalila ; The sports of Krishna as a
tax-collector and ferry-man in disgise with Radha.
Rasalila ; The famous dance of Krishna with gopies
and Radha.

Sambhoga and Rosodgar ; Union of Radha with
Krishna and reminiscences of such Union.

, Prembalchxtya Feelings of separation even in Union.

Prabasa ; Agoniea of real separation.
Bhabollas and Nibedana ; Ecstacy of 1maglnary re-
’ union and self-offering.

~ The editor of this humble work will deem it a sugcess, .if
-this collection prove fruitful to the readers inm creating any
_interest in the rich tradition of Vaunava lynes of meduavnl

-Bengaly
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