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“A thunderbolt has fallen upon native society. Hushed
is every voice and fixed is every eye. The friend of the
poor and the menter of the rich, the spokesman, the
patriot, the brave heart that defied danger and battled
foremost in the strife of politics has been swept away
like & vision from our aching eyes....our loss is great.
‘We were only just pulling forth the buds and blossoms
of a healthy existence. From the darkness of ages we
were only faintly emerging into light, groping our
way through a choking mass of prejudices and struggling
fully, though earnestly, through obhstruction and
difficulty. We had only recently learnt the value of
political liberty...... Harish Chandra Mukherjee was the
soul of this movement.”
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¢ in these eventful days, still sceptical of the revolutionary
potentialities of our masses |” (323)
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(5) ‘Ain-i-Akbari’: Jarret, Vol. IL. P. 181, 241,

() Bernier’s Travels ( Bangabasi ), P, 275.

(¢) ‘Biographical Sketches of the First Indigo Planters in
India’—by H. J. Rainey in ‘Asian,” 188 March, 1979.

(8) ‘Reports and Documents connected with the Procee-
dings of the East India Company in regard to the Culture
and Manufacture of "Cotton, Raw Silk and Indigo in India,’
London, 1836, pp 4-6.

(¢) “We fell with reluctance, that an article which,
considered in a political point of view, has every claim to
our attention, as having a tendency to render the Company’s
possessions in Bengal more valuable by creating from the
soil and labour of the natives an export commerce, capable
of being carried to a very great extent, in supplving an
article so necessary to its manufactures and for which large
sums are annually paid to foreigners, should be wholly
abandoned, after the very heavy expenses that have been
incurred, in bringing it to the degree of perfection at
which it is now atrived......We conceive that it ( indigo)
will afford the Company’s servants a legal, ample and we
hope, advantageous mode of remitting their fortunes to
Europe.” &, #: 3-30

(v) @, 939,83, o

(9) JIn a letter dated 28th Aug. 1800, the Court of Directors
worte to the Governor-General : “In whatever degree, also,
the indigo trade of Oude is carried on by the capital of
Bengal,........ so far the Government of Bengal acquires an
additional righy of interference in this trade. If these obser-
vations are just with respect to Oude, they will appiy with
still greater force to countries beyond it, not at all connected
with us ; whence, however, we are told, not only that much of
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'the indigo exported by Oude comes, but that the profits
on indigo raised in those countries have furnished the funds
for paying formidable military levies made in them.” (&, % ¢d)

(r) @, 9 vo |
(3) @, o8|
(v0) @, #: qv-49 |
(33) @, % en | wIAPTY @B qreE WIWAT@ (A IA—
‘Ot (W, Srr—uFAIT 7 7T dfe 3§ so gty 19 A
Teorm g1 ¥ fF w9 (1o 1w Bre 27 orq 9507 @F *if rafem
T BT Sarm 7w 1 e N ZeAre RA G 1Y 7 1 (AT
W€ A (¥, (§ A9 TIT OIS (AF Qi 27 org Wy Nerg
ST | (FAMI@ AFIAT TN 5T 9.9, 9F FEFI, P de0 ) |
(s2) Haran Chandra Chakladar : ‘Fifty Years Ago: The

woes of a rlass of Bengal Peasantry under European Indigo-
Planters’, Dawn Magazine, July 1905,

(>9)  TATRI-YETAT Rfoer —aSrioa i, vous, 41 4w |

(>8) “Many a factory could tell a tale of disasters en-
countered and as speedily revenged :....of long and obstinate
struggies in which the Native yielded only to the concen-
trated and persevering energy of the European with ample
resources. Many a planter had his days of darkness and
gloom followed by unexpected ¢leams of sunscine His
Hyder or Tipu to combat for a series of years : his lesultary
warfare acainst middle men as troublesome as Scindia
overthrown by an effort not much inferior to Lasswari.”

“We beg to assure our readers that out of some fitty
and more concerns, in several districts of lower Bengal,
we have been unable, after considerable research, to find a
single one about which, at some time in the last 30 or 40
years, affrays have not taken place, attended either with
homeide or with severe wounding. Old men still live who

the annals of the Fouzdari Courts were literally written in
blood, and the establishment of a ncw Factory was another
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word for a case of affray :...in case of every single factory
the Lathial system was brought into play. It is not how-
ever to be imagined that the planter himself ever headed
his forces in a fair stand-up fight....The preparations and
the engagement itself, were generally left to the head native
agent of the concern.” ( ‘Planters Some 30 Years Ago’ in
Calcutta Review, 1848. )

(>¢) TABIT wf, SwR (W, sprx (FEFEA TR
FAIfS FAIMITE TR T, ST S, 7 dovr )

(>») Buckland : Bengal under the Lieutenant Governors
1902, Vol. I1. P. 238.

(>9) Buckland ; II. pp. 288-39. (Ft™iifq AFFIIT NA-
MY 99 @S M-I F1I9 oiwy sTHeq @fs wxeag
P T | OIF AR T TAH oty @y fire sracs {3
AtAcETy formae @wg | Bomaets, s «fe e s
wyq8 Siqre fABrey Afe s afowd | wig TI% @ (Uen-
foaTag T, G1-307 oy FLATITSTR 7, Ava 2B AACHTI w7
Z07 BCHRA BABIIENA | ©IR BT AT SIACS 4FG AT
07 681T (681 FTAfRTaA | (At feraeay asrRy Ay NATIWI
BTG ST 2T TAH 65T 8F I |

(v) @, 263 |

(53) @, 92 283}

(Re) «¥ ofasrerfa gery, fog <} BT T wmqlw
sros AITAT CLBE WA 9T @fwmiftE wrRIE awifew
Tafed | G arerdsE e wehey S ‘otfe-Rw (o
5 ) #TCF A WCICEH | (ATOMTIITE 7 (s (7% fofdaran
QT (W8Tl T |

“Some months ago a new law was promulgated respecting the
cultivation of indigo, in which various enactments were made
regarding the cultivators of the soil. The injustice which was

resulted therefrom has not indeed been made public by them,
for although the agriculturists suffer a variety of oppressions
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*rom the planters, they have enteied into no disputes on the
subject. To dispute with the planters involves, first, the risk
of life, and secondly, a most heavy expense ; and they are so
poor as to be unable to provide even for their own exigencies !
Hence they are necessarily indisposed to contention. ... When
the cultivator has once received an advance, neither he nor any
of his posterity can obtain deliverence from the engagement,
for the accounts are so dexterously obscure, that he always
appears in arrears ; that is not to say, he can never expect to be
emancipated from his bondage....under a thousand similar acts
of oppression the community groans ;...every man trembles
at the clubs of the planters and is, therefore, detered from
complaining The planters have now firmly rooted in the
mofussil, because many of the smaller proprietors of land are
drawn by uvarice to seek their service. Knowing this their
wishes are {'.~t consulted in the bestowment of places ; and
finallv the rope is artificially fixed to their hooks and they are
induced to give lease of their lands, upon the strength of
which oppressions are multiplied....”

(21) Indigo-Commission’s Report : Appendix no. 16,

(22) As magistrate of Naudia, Turnbull says :

“The contract formed with the ryot is sometimes not in
writine is frequently insufficiently defined and is generally
extremely unfavourable to the ryot rendering him in far$ a slave
to the establishment with which he has once engaced, ¢ Ithere-
by preventing an open and fair competition to all. Too much
also, it is said, was entrusted to dewans, naibs, zomashtas and
numerous others employed by the planters who I fear looks but
little beyond the quantits of the land procured for him does
not pay sufficient attention to the m ans by which it has been
obtained....

“I had some opportunity of witnessing the scenes of
contentious strife ensuing from the various and conflicting
interests to which that competition gu e rise, The disorders
which then prevailed in the neighbouring indigo districts
have, I believe, nothing abated to the present day and they are
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certainly such as to call for the serious interposition of govt.
from the moment of ploughing the land and sowing the seed, to
the season of reaping the crop, the whole district is thrown in-
to a state of ferment. The most daring breaches of the peace
are committed in the face of our police officers, and even of the
magistrate himsolf. In utter defiance of all law and authority,
large bodies of armed men are avowedly entertained for the
express purpose of taking or retaining forcible possession of
lands or crops. Violent affrays or regular pitched battles ensue,
attended with bloodshed and homicide, Our police-establishments
are corrupted and darogahs are'said notoriously to be in the pay
of the planters, European or Native, to secure their good offices.
Private assassination occasionaly occur and forgery and perjury
have their full sway; in short, every species of crime is
committed, and in the list I should not omit false charges of
murder, arson, ete, which are very common, and are the most
harassing of all to the accused as well as to the Magistrate.”
BIfEe 2161 wiRe FCATEA gr9d wiews wi¥aeheal Oaw
ST AL CREICERA I
“The number of affrays that now annually take place for
indigo lands, which are invaribly attended with loss of life, in
consequence of the planters entertaining bodies of fighting men
for the express purpose of fighting their battles on those
occagions.” (Indigo Commission’s Report, Appendix No 16.)
(x9) “Mr. Walters says that false complaints are made,
and witnesses are summoned, but that the planter’s name does
not appear though the case is brought forward by bhis
servants and at his expense..... Many a planter (says Mr.
Walters ) has confessed to me that he has been an accessory
to acts of which he would have felt himself ashamed in
his own country.’...They may direct Brigands to be enter-
tained ; they may plan and order attacks to be made, but
if not persor lly present as principals, it is difficult to
bring them to justice. ‘Instances have occurred’ says Mr.
Walters, ‘in which the mere warning a European planter
azainst being accessory to the breach of the peace on the
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Ynformation of a Police-officer, that armed men on his
part were collected, has called forth a threat of prosecution
in the Supreme Court, so that Magistrates are really afraid
to act against British subjects, except on the strongest
ground.” ( Indigo Commission’s Report, Appendix No, 16. )

(38 ) Indigo Commission’s Report, Appendix No. 13,

(¢ ) Minute by Lord Macauley, 17th Oct. 1835—“That
great evils exist, that great injustice is frequently committed,
that many ryots have been brought, partly by the operation of
the law and partly by acts committed in defence of the law,
into a state not very far removed from that of predial slavery
is, I fear, too certain. But I see no reason to believe that
any of the measures respecting which the Government has
consulted us would, in any material degree, alleviate these
evils,

“The regutatons which gave to the indigo planter who
bad made advances to a rvot a lien on the indigo crop seems
to be highly objectionable in principle, But I do not
conceive that by rescinding it the Governor-(ieneral-in-Council
would give any sensible relief to that class of the population
whose interests appear to be peculiarly the object of his soli-
citation. The question appears to be a question between the
planter and the zamindar....I have no reason to believe that
the zaminders exercise their power with more j:-tice or
humanity than the planters.....

“But it is said, these contracts are not freely made. Force
and deception arc emploved. The peasant assents to dis-
advantageous terms from fear of bludgeon-men, or is tricked
into signing some paper which he does not understand.
I answer that in all such cases there ought to be a remedy,
The law, I apprehend, would even now reach these oppressive
and fradulent practices. If not, the law ought to be altered.
In any case of coercion or deception, the contract should be
set aside, and the tyrannical or dishone. capitalist should be
punished with exemplary severity.” ( Indigo Commission’s
Report, Appendix, No, 14,
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() AW TS’ (004 @I, doar ) YIFTAL
TR o8 :

“1t is however well known to everv one, who has an estate
in the country, and personally conducts the affairs of his
zamindary, to what degree wuaste land have been cultivated
in consequence of indigo plantation and how comfortably the
lower classes are spending their days from the dispersion of
money throughout the country by the indigo planters. Those
peasants who were in former times forced by their zamindars
to labour for them without any remuneration or for the
gift of a small quantity of rice, are now enjoying some
freedom and comfort under the protection of indigo planters,
each receiving for his labour, a salary of about Rs. 4 per
month from these planters of indigo, and many persons of
middle rank, who know not how to maintamn themseclves and
their families, being employed as Sirkars ete. under these
indigo-planters at a higher salary, remain no longer victims
to the whims of zamindars and great banyahs,

“From these circumstances, it can be justly inferred,
that should the unrestricted residence of European gentlemen
be permitted, and there by a great number of Europeans
become permanent settlers in different parts of the country
to carry on plantation, commerce, ete, the condition of the
lower and middle elasses would certainly be more improved and
soil better laid out. a circumtance the apprehension of
which is mortifying to the self-interested landholders, who
are eagerly desirous to trample down the lower and middle
classes within their respective circles.

“From a reference to the reports made from time to time
to Govt. by its inquisitive judges, the cruel behaviour of the
zaminder towards their ryots, will be satisfactorily proved.
Besides several landholders, who did not or very seldom visit
their respeetive zaminderis, placing confidence in their
managers and stewrds, allow them entire power over the
cultivation ; but the managers generaly abuse the trust
placed in them and grievously oppress the ryots for their own
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advantage. They ultimately compel many of the eultivators
through extortion to fly to other villages, leaving their huts
unoccupied and soils totally waste. The false excuse which they
offer to their masters is that owing to the tyranny exercised
by indigo-planters, the revenue is reduced and cultivation
diminished, and thereby they keep their masters in darkness.
“Under these circumstances. I hope 1 shall be justified
when I say, that whoever is inclined to oppose the diffusion
of knowledge among the natives by the Br. Govt. of India, and
by many private individuals, among Europeans, or whosoever
disposed to oppose the unrestricted residence of Europeans in
this country provided certain changes shall at the same time
be introduced into the system of administrative justice is an
enemy of the natives and to their rising and future generation.

(29) NIMA@  GFICAT FTA, 5T Py, IO WE}WY
?j: o8-t |

() sbas wTAq 2% fornes, wifqry B8zt wory
Uy FreafaceA’ € fF-15 ANdT I FAACAILA @
JEFEAY (3§l farafgias o A137¢9 Royal Asiatic Journal
Voll II. New Series, May-August, 1830-¢s qfaafzs1 wrg
QT TF® FCI (e T |

IR IFSI :

“From personal experience I am impresspd v.th the
conviction that the greater our intercourse with European
gentlemen, the greater will be our improvement in literary,
social and political affairs, a fact which can be easily proved
by compar.ng the conditions of those of my countrymen who
have enjoyed this advantage with that of those who unfortu-
nately have not had that opportunity ; and a faet which I
could, to the best of my belief, declare on solemn oath before
any assembly. As to the indigo planters, I beg to observe that
I have travelled through several district in Bengal and Bibar,
and I found the natives residing in the neighbourhood of indigo
plantations evidently better-clothed and better-conditioned than
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those who lived at a distance from such stations, There
may be some partial injury done by the indigo-planters; but
on the whole, they have performed more good to the generality
of the natives of this country than any other class of Europeans
whether in or out of the service.”

LLERACHAER

“With referencc to the subject more immediately before
the meeting, I beg to state that I have several zamindaries in
various districts and that I have found the cultivation of indigo,
and residence of Europeans have considerbly benefitted the
country and the community at large ; the zamindars becoming
wealthy and prosperous, the ryots materially improved in
their condition, and possessing many more comforts than the
generality of my countrymen where indigo cultivation and
manufacture is not carried on the value of land in the vieinity
to be considerbly enhanced and cultivation rapidly progressing.
I do not make these statements merely from hearsay, but
from personal observation and experience, as I have visited the
places referred to repeatedly and in consequence, am well
acquainted with the character and manner of indigo-planters.
There may be a few exceptions as regard the general conduct
of indigo-planters ; but they were extremely limited, and are,
comparatively speaking, of the most trifling importance.”

() ®emies  F¢q0wd  fawb  ewrs  whimtaens
A S LER I

“In the districts where the indigo-planters and others have
in a manner settled themselves, the people are more injured
and distressed than in other parts of the country, in consequence
of such indigo-planters taking possession of land by force,
sowing indigo by destroying rice plant ( which is the cause of
diminution in the produec of rice and dearth of the articles
of consumption ), detaining cattle of and extorting money
from poor ivnlividuals, whose frequent complaints inducee
the Indian Govt. to pass Regulation 6, 1823 ; nevertheless,
if they be permitted to hold any zaminiary or landed property
here, the native zamindars and their ryots must be unavoidably
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“ruined....natives of superior caste and higher rank—having no
opportunity to secure public office—have no other means
to subsist on than their landed propetry....Under these circums-
tances their real estates..be allowed to be purchased by
foreigners they should inevitably labour under great distress
and difficulty for the necessaries of life and for the preservation
of their rank and character.”

(9e) Works of Raja kammohan Roy—oifafq wfes 3z,
e 939-319

(®3) @MEAFATY 513797 ‘Reformer’ svox  wAftars  Fremtd
TtA faArdfger: “India wants nothing but the application
of European skill and enterprise to render her powerful,
prosperous and happy...The idea of the Natives of India
suffering oppression from an additional number of European
settelers, is equally absurd. They would be subject to tae same
laws and would enjoy no peculiar privilieges whatever above the
Natives....Our brethren should bear in mind another thing,
the invidious, unworthy and humiliating distinetion between
European and Native are daily diminishing and will be still
more so as the Natives of India are admitted to higher offices
in the State than they have hitherto been permittad to hold
and as knowledge and information becomes more diffused....and
nothing is more likely to effect it than colonisation.”

(®3) Iadigo Commission’s Report, Evidence, p "1

(29) @92 »o

(08) wery Xfewta, g o1, o 9, b, n

(02) @% A7 Baw AT W sryIrA afs F@
IFCAT RAW (AYITSA ST IHT FLN NS F (I AT GLAT

Bgw famefey efieacsy sfads fAsb sese FiTag Avtewy :
“I certainly pity the East Indian labourer but at the same
time I have a greater feeling for my own family than for
the East Indian labourer’s family ; I think itis wrong to
sacrifice the comforts of my family 1.r the sake of the
East Indian labourer because his condition happens to be
worse than mine.” ( R. P. Dutt : ‘India To-day,’ 1947, p. 164 ),
3
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(2¥)  FIRCAE TN @ A4TTF fPeis FI00A LA N,
coew, Totfars, seiMoed, wfwd STofae, QeTtTE i
T, OIF WFEAMS FATSA | SvR3 FITA (woeA- 97 fRaq e
T ‘FTERt) gty Aitge gifecetwe fefa farefgram,
“o¥ THfeT WA (T wify e ofafe @ BN e
«f g orreferrs, R 313 T8 Sfacafas ordafars,

AT AlwN gmafes wfy wy @y o4t W Qe
77 71 1” ( Rammohon’s Works, p. 923 ) yv90 Fit& FiTH
RATI4 T IO FAFTO BB @F  AMeFA (STrwy I
7 oNE wieaws wifaferaw)  wATe QTR
giacated Reform Bill siitaisrcd erewazd 0371 e oot
70y qiAiY o9 fefa SRfama s frceferas 3 gamms
“will never be a prey of the few who used to fill their purses at
the expense, nay, to the ruin of the people...As I publicly
avowed that in the event of the Reform Bill being defeated
I would renounce my connection with this country, I
refrained from writing to you until I knew the result, Thank
heavens I can now feel proud of being one of your fellow
subjects amd heartily rejoice that I have had the infinite
happiness of witnessing the salvation of the nation, nay of
the whole world.” ( Mary Carpenter: ‘Ram Mokan Roy,’
p. 77-78),

(23) Quoted by R, P. Dutta in ‘Indi To-day,” 1947, p. 165.
«@Fgq faftr wrvee  «% 91 IAfRraT, “The importance
of India to England in the first half of the century lay in the
fact that India supplied some of the essential raw materials
—hides, oil, dyes, jute and cotton—required for the Indus-
trial Revolution in England and at the same time afforded
a growing market for English manufactures of iron and
colton,” (J. C. A. Knowles: ‘Economic Development of the
Overseas Empire’, p. 305 ).

(ov) FRIMITE CTFITAT T, 1A 49, T ALH, 2 980 |

(¢») T ATHT crerr @ P SeAfy fvtw

x
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FEAE  FAFTSIY  FfawmInit we IS ; TR
AR SITRY 8o (I wfEF i ff@ T 1 svov HITeY
@F AT W T Awwr  (Fgewi@ oreard fisteas
wfiFy TwRteow  wwAeefare (e T @® ANY
TR I $W afeqin o FT M) @ A
Ram @ @ e o7 w@fowt Ife rfime Bqeens oOF
Fndw Frafgeas:

“The natives have hitherto been slaves ; are the Europeans
therefore, to be made slaves also? This is the kind of
equality the Government are seeking to establish. They
have taken all which the natives possessed, their lives, liberty,
property and all were held at the mercy of Government,
and they wish to bring the English inhabitants of the
country to the same state. They will not raise the Natives
to the condition of tne Europeans, but they degrade the
Europeans by lowering them to the state of the Natives.”

(8e) “Experienced planters were brought from the Wost
Indies....The area ( Bengal ) attracted a rather rough set
of planters, some of whom had been slave drivers in America
and carried unfortunate ideas and practices with them.”
( Buchanan ; ‘Devilopment of Capitalvst Lnterprise of India,
p.36-37.)

(8d) ‘coaw Afaety TifeF (sowe), pdiie, A  Fifew
(3009) AT AUATTHAE SIFTIT &7 |

(82) @, Fifow, >ove |

(s0) e (BYENA ‘ATACTY FN'T TRAL e g |

(88) “Selection from Papers on Indigo Cultivation in
Bengal’, by a Ryot, p. 37 | svewr FIa 3504 =15 ‘Indian
Field’ farrefesr: “Tho factory servants, who receive little or
no pay, are generally the most wealthy men in the distriet.”
St AITAY ¥ FOTAMIT @F 9909 (4 17 17 AT Fieare
STRITITI 39150 389 THAATT (F01ed) Norgfhre crents
e fofi @F TR AFAF FTIATRA (XS4 FoAFTSIY
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SJT Y fory ROFICE aiwen oorcy, w1 ffy oy w93y
TP XIS AGH AT 7 FICEF | MIMATG (AFTAT T,
ST 9\Q oF FFIY, ot Se9 ) |

(se) “Indigo Commission’s Report, Evidence, p. 39.

(8v) RaAtce (316 WX ©IRCIBaAT fass a€ @AW%F-99

faeents : “If all the ancient articles of the manufacturing
produce of India are swept away, and no new ones created to
supply this vacuum on the exports, how will it be possible
for commerce to be carried on and how can any remittance
on private or public account be made to Europe ? If bullion
alone is to supply the balance, soon will the time arrive
when....it will no longer be possible to realise the revenue
at its present nominal amount. 1t is therefore the bounden
duty of Government to neglect no means which may call
forth the vast productive powers of the country, now lying
inert from the want of adequate encouragement,”

(89) Evidence of David Hill before- the Parliamentary
Committee on 30 March, 1832 : “The advantages to arise from
the settlement of Buropeans in India have been wonderfully
exaggerated ; I estimate them very low indeed..I have no
conception that any British capital would ever find its way
to India; it never did when the temptation was much grea-
ter ..and the distance of our empire, the uncertain tenure
by which we hold it, the alarms continuaily springing up as to
events endangering its stability, effectually prevent British
capitalists from transferring their funds to India. In that case,
there remains only the skill and enterprise of Englishmen.
According to my conception, they will be far behind the natives
in most departments to which skill can be applied. There are
physieal difficulties in the way of their undertaking manual
labour....I imagine that the ryots of India are much better
husbandsmen than European settlers would be. So it would be
as to mechanics also. There remains only the object of
stimulating and directing the exertions of the natives
themselves....if none but good characters went, they would
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be doing harm to themselves, but would not do any harm to
India, A man of good conduct and capacity could not
injure India ; but my impression is, that as it would be a
bad speculation to the settlers, many would forfeit the good
character they took out with them and many others would
find their way to India who were bad subjects, difficult to
govern, and not capable of conferring any benefits on the
country they visited.” ( Report of the Select Committee on the
Affairs of the £. I. Co. 1832 )

(8¥) Rickards’ evidence before tle Parliamentary Select
Committee in 1830 : ‘“Any improvement which may have
arisen in consequence of the introduction of British capital
and enterprise into India js nothing in comparison with what
would he the case if the natives were sufficiently encouraged
and proper attention paid to their ecuitivution and improve-
ments, i1ndia requires capital to bring forth her resources ;
but the best and fittest capital for this purpose would be one
of native growth and suca a capital would be created if our
institutions did not obstruct it.

“Phe natives are much siven to commereial and industrial
pursuits 2nd exccedingly well qualified to succced in them.
They are sufficiently commercial to answer the highest
expectations that can be formed or desired, in respect to trade
between the two countries, but our local! intsitutic. must be
greatly altered before they can become weaithy or py -perous ;
if the cendition of the natives, their habits, wants, richts
and interests wore properly attended to, all the rest would
follow,” ( Leport of the Select Committee on the Affairs of the
B I (o, 1832, Tol. I, p. 308)

(83) @, vov

(¢o) Delta ; “Indico and Its Enemies, 1861,” p. 8.

(¢s) Minutes of Sir Charles T. Metcalfe ( 19 Feb 1829 ) ;
“I am further convinced that our pssession of India must
always be precarious unless we take root by having an
influential portion of the population attached to our
government by common interests and sympathies.
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“Every measure therefore which is calculated to facilitate
the settlement of our countrymen in India and to remove
the obstructions by which it is impeded must, I conceive,
conduce to the stability of our rule....”

(¢x) Report of Lord Bentine ( 30 May, 1829 ), “Is there
anywhere the prospect of our obtaining in a season of exegency,
that co-operation which a community, not avowedly hostile,
ought to afford to its rulers ? Is it not rather true that we
are the objects of dislike to the bulk of those clusses who
possess the influence, courage, and vigour of charactor which
would enable them to aid us? Do our institutions contain
the seeds of self-improvement ? Has it not rather been
found that our difficulties increase with length of possession....
the required improvement can only be sought through the
more extensive settlement of European British subjects, and
their free admission to the possession of landed property.”’

(¢©) Evidence of Holt Mackenzie on 23 Feb, 1832 before
the Parliamentary Committee. “The European settlers in India
would be very useful agents of police. They would be centres
of infomation we now want, and would have great influence
over those connected with them. They would be bound to us
by a common feeling.”

(¢8) AT BfF 7MITT @F I AYT spvo AN &AFifw
| TYEE @ aig Ir9g wiefy zry atd cratxifes fegeta
I FCIMHCAT @} WiRe wrAT FHCS HraAw | (e o
( BLITTII IS FAATY ) IAATH (AF ¢ ARA 7 FITI Ang
O WIE® | AT AW (F 39 N (Fr=Aifag (Bengal
Indigo Company ) %3 (¥ 3 M f2a (wraretfe 33 | yoerzy,
AR 8 28 AFAATY @% (FTAT 390 3B g @ @2 FHafry
oA  ACFI Y (MCFY A fga 1 @@ (Fretifar wfaw
FIAL @ AICAATT YYT ZICAT  ANA IS “@® FHI
weTiety FifeNs Borg army Ffam Naggas TNl a3 2717

( S5 o - B (RIS GEIE] gfsety, s v
(¢e¢) ‘Indigo Commission’s Report p. 21-22 and 197.
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(ev) Deita : ‘Indigo and its Enemies.’

(¢9) Watts : Dictionary of Economic Products of India
1890, p. 428

(¢r) @, 92 8aa-ve

(¢) ‘Indian Field’, 24 July, 1858.

(vo) ‘Indigo Commission’s Report, Evidence’, p. 2.

TSRS OIF quaAfererd, “cF (97 907 ot 7 fArww
GFTT (AIIAA (FIAS qRCIT 17 %7 (FS (%Y §fE 78 30
WF, BT Wi Foefd foa gifs, fer w3 Erews N
FINT TF 7 INAIIBI QT Wigely |

(v>) Indigo Commission’s Report, p. 21,

(v3) Indigo Commission’s Report, Evidence Apypendix
No. 22,

(v9) Indigo Commission’s Report, Evidence p. 6

(v8) F. L. C. Linde : ‘A Short Sketch of the Cultivation,
Manufacture and Trade of Indigo’ 1882, p. 6

(vt) Indigo Commission’s Report, Appendix No 8

(vv) ‘Fifty Years Ago’ (in the Dawn Magazin. July 1905).

(»9) Calcutta Review, June 15660.

(sv) Indigo Commission’s Report, Evidence p. 239.

(va) Watts: Dictionary of Economic Products of India
p. 420,

(a0) Indigo Commission’s Report Appendix 1I, “o. 4.

Q% IS A2 LMY 90,000 HTAT WIfFE 61T I 47T TTHY
77 fa1 @3 Bq AT FfAAG 7T TR (3 "9F qLR®R
o | wifies 513 391 W Al f3e 4T FAFAT T By AT
¥0q, fo3 AA6TT 7 7l @91 AT oTNT Bewra Bew sy
719 7 7 ( Indigo Commission’s Report p, 35.)

(25) Buckland : Bengal Under The Lt. Governors, Vol
I, p. 245,

(1) Linde: ‘A Short Sketeh of the Cultivation,
Manufacture and Trade of Indigo, 1882 p. 6.

(1©) Indigo Commission’s Report, p. 35.

(38) @, AW : s 2R
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(1¢) @, 71T : o)t 00

(1) @, 9

(39) @, 92 530

(%) @, 9 5

(93) @, 9 S

(vo) @, of: vo-vg

(ry)  CATIAGR IACAT “‘FIF5-033°-9 B, 9: ae-a0

() Indigo Commission's Report, Evidence p. 3-4.

(>°) ‘Selections from Bengal Government Records’ No.
xxxili, ‘Indigo Cultivation’ I p. 280,

(r8) ‘Indigo Commission’s Report’ p. 18

(re) @, ATHT %2 100

(o) @, o 7S sav

(r2) Hansard, Vol. 162 Cols 802.

() “Calcutta Review”’, June 1660.

(r5) ‘Freay BFOZIN 27 ©fFf ot v>-93

(s°) “Seiections from the Records of the Government of
Bengal : Papers relating to Indigo Cultivation in Bengal’’
Calcutta 1860, p. 2-3.

(%) @, o ¢

() @, R ’

(3©) “Indigo Commission’s Report”, p. 12-13

(38) @, APHT : 72 >ad

(s¢) Buckland : “Bengal Under The Lt-Governors,”
I, p. 248.

(>v) @, 28w

(%) @, 9t 28085

(sv) FTOMEE fird : “JOATRR AN &foRIA,” 27 dg, 7 xe

(3») “Indige Commission’s Report”, Evidence p. 13.

(s00) @, 9: 28

(503) “Indigo Cammission’s Report” Appendix 16,’ Part L.

(s03) “Hindu Patriot,” 12 May, 1860.
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(ve9) “Indigo Commission’s Report”. Evidence, p. 61

(308) @, 92 e

(308) @, 9 »>

(sov) FIfENMB svvo witar o¥ grag fem 1D’ wF
TYETS |

(509) “Indigo Commission’s Report” Evidence p. 53-54.

(so¥) Q. “On the whole do you consider that the principal
Zamindars of the district have favoured the movement,
or remained neutral 7"

Horschel’s answer ; “On the whole their weight has been
thrown into the scale against the plunters, but to nothing
like the extent to which it might have been, had they been so
disposed”. “Indigo Commission’s Report, Evidence,” p. 6.

(503) &, %z v

(3ve) ‘Caicutta Review’, June 1560.

(»53) Buckland, “Bengal Under The Lt. Governers,”
p. 164.

(>31) “Calcutta Reviw,” June 1860 p. 355

(>>9) Parliamentary Papers, ( 1861 ), vol. xiiv, p.171-2

(s>8) “Hindu Patriot”, 17th March, 1860

(vs¢) “Hindu Patriot”-9 ®ge, 31st March, 1660

(33%) @, 98 Sk, %z 09>

(>59) @, 49 83, MHPEL

(330) @, (>os ), 48 8¢, 4t €-v

(»>3) ‘Hindu Patriot,’ 11 February, 1860

(>30)  WANYATY IF ¢ ‘wgia feferggara (qra’ o ov

) JUTY YgEATT BfetH,’ soun, i 4y

(>:2) @ @& fefiagarg (xrcag ‘Pictures of Indian
Life”-«, sa>9, %77 fgw 27 |

(>39) BT STRTITYTTR : IFFT SARAY, o va-ver
(v38) Sisir Kumar Ghose: ‘A Story of Patriotism’ in
‘Pictures of Indian Life’, p. 72-80

(33¢)  JOaTET IR ORI, ot 995
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(53¢) ‘Indigo Commission’s Report’, Evidence, p. 6

(329) (4T ¥ SUTelT IT FRANIT AW IHT
b o | '

(bv) wiE, B, fasté AAF «FFT BEW M @
AT @B wigsra cree faceferarm “ooo(it) may have
been very easily got up by working some of those secret springs
that are never wanting in the politics of Bengal when a

little intrigue may serve the purpose of a party’. ( ‘Admini-
stration of India’ : 1859-68, I, p. 447 )

(>33)  ‘weie gty cuiy,’ of: ve-oq

(>90) ‘Indigo Commission’s Report, Evidence,” p. 88

(>o3) @, % e

(>92) ‘Indigo Commission. Report’, p. 81-32

(s9) ‘Hindu Patriot’, 19 May, 1860

(sw8) ‘Amrita Bazar Patrika’, 22nd May, 1874

(>9¢) ‘STITST IFG-THAY, AT AFI, S0¢q, 4t 93

(>o0) @, %z s

(s99) “Well Nigger ?—1I see thou art getting bolder day
by day, thus to seriously slander gentlemen. Forgettest
thou your position as a ‘slave of the conqueror ?’ Knowest not
that from the day of Plassey thou art doomed to suffer 7 Being
proud of the large circulation of thy mean journal, and of the
totally undeserved praise thou elicitest from ull your brother
liars thou hast taken into your head to villify the character
of our noble-body............ Never think that thine flattery
will do thee any good. Vile sycophant. Knowest not thon
the authority of our august body ? Nigger, take care how
thou actest ? If thou will not stop your pen, thou shalt suffer.
Thy character of late has become most detestable, Niggeor,
reflect on your position. Don’t desire what you deserve.

“P. 8. If I happen to meet thee any day either in town
or in the Moffusil, I am resolved to make you suffer a fow
good cute of my horse whip.” ( ‘Hindu Patriot’ 256 Feb. 1860 )
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(vov) @& TEITERT @ITMSE  TeNAT  ‘Stred Ife-
TR (o v2-bs ) 70 Bgw |

(395) “Frawg AfEg) @ SRFIAT IFAAF”, o2 229-28

(380) WATLAIY IF : “wzre Frfetggary (arg,” o 3d-33

(>83) «¥ foffafr artsm g FiTars Peasant
Revolution in Bengal” ity ity saee AT 4y fe 200y |

(>82) IgAT  @¥ wfuwrrs  faratsw @ ffesgwis
“triumphed at the end of the long strugele, because the
justice of his cause was recongised by our wise rulers..... ..
Relief came to the Bengali ryots so soon and so easily because
the British Civil Service ( with a few exceptions ) was on
their side, and did evenhanded justice in disrogard of unpopu-
larity they incurred in European society as ‘pro-native.”

(38%) 1l...are we the weak, the oppressed of years, the
producers of the country’s wealth the support of its prosperity,
who ought to be cherished and protected by the Govt. we are
visited with « law of special seiverity and troops are sent to
make us submit to fraud and oppression. There are the
planters powerfu!, influential, wealthy, oppressive, committing
violent crimes, the patrons of ruffianry of the country, who
instead of being punished and put down, are encouraged,
furnished with means to extend their oppression / Hindu
Patriot, Ap. 14, 1860 )

(>88) The root trouble was economie. In consequence
of the fall in the price of thie dye in the European market
it was now impossible for the Inligo-planters to make an,
profit after paying fair wages to the cultivators ; hence they
sresorted to extortion and coercion. ( Nir Jadunath Sarkar’s
Introduction to the ‘Peasant Revolution in Bengal’ Edt by
Joges Chandra Bagal, 1953 )

(38¢) George Smith : ‘Life of Alexander Duff’ vol. IIL
p. 375.

(>8v) WBTHEH SLBTATYITY ¢ “IfFT TRAL,” oz b

(>83) @, 7z 3>-33

(y8¥)  “ILATY AT-JAFA”, 2900, 72 9
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(>83)  “IFFT IHATIAY”, AifEwy MAT A7, 27 99, o2 v

(ses) @, o bRv| AW RYTe  Avre e
apfrer (o ifa agEaR-Fe Newsitdy wmgw g Frafgeem,
@3} ST ferem ©l e Irq Aeatfew All the year Round’ *17g
MNewefras g e w9 (Fomate o ayafe,
#: ee ) |

(se3) “Trwsfe’, rwTET AT R, o 59

(s¢2) Lt. Governor Sir J. P. Grant’s minute : ““The
Commissioners lay most stress on the proved and undeniable
prevalance of seizing cattle and more specially of kidnapping.
The last crime they reprobate in strong, but not too strong
ianguage. A country where both these offences are committed
habitually and for the most part with impunity is a country
in which the law affords the weak no protection. The fact
is a disgrace to the Administration, It is not simple con-
finement in one godown that is practised. Respectable men
are seized, and sent about from one factory to another, to
escape discovery ; and as in Seetal Tarafdar’s case, tiiey are
not always ever heard of acain.”” ( Buckland, vol. 1, p. 253 )

(>e9) TS WG QQH : “TRATT JI FAIY”, of: a0

{s¢8) “The free resort of Europeans to this country
would be highly advantageous and without the least injury
to any class of persons, whether higch or low, rich or poor,
zaminder or cultivator ; particularly to Motsndees or Superin-
tendents, Head Sircars, Gomashtas etc, who will derive their
support from them ; this may be observed in Caleutta.”
( Dwarkanath Tagore in a letter to “Sangbad Kaumadi,”
1st June 1830.)

(see) ACFEANE FIFI: “SiATe fg-fgw @ wRCAZR”
(“5g3%”, FITF-(NT, sov0 ) | @& 77 wurefus “zyrfiems”
5@ TNE A (AT SHATSIIR oA | ANFT  @f
fopgon el 0w 939 @19F faretes (3, “AteiRee:
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CefERE  rreaid HuFg Aitraaen W sy wfis
@97 ATIY T 8 By ol Frawg g3 oy @A Az
I Ifre gho 2¥w & )7 (WA gy “wzvem fferg-
TATT (TMY,” 594, 92 09 )

(bev)  “STAF FA,” y033, o 35

(>29) Indigo Commisson’s Report, Appendix No. 12.

(vev) zfgom  anforgbery s ‘Hindu  Patriot’-q
farafizcas “Are these magistrates men to govern millions, when
they cannot rosist the temptation of dining with the planters
and talking with their wives and dancing with them”.

(3¢3) (ISIQ ATET TN 73 F9 (A0 5 CANCAL HI7 oI
8 TAATFIA T | seso AT fofd Srare oy za =
FaF 1 fofd aowa afes @ Maady e feraa ) afqaex
#If's $17 794 3 4149 AFe Sra 72 9T TR Hl T 1 T A0
qrFtg AR fofd (qaras TN 43 AAT AT WA
FIFA | AT WFT I FICG AT GIANHT 8 A0y
TIH MAETINHT AT F3f7 Waw (WFANT Aoz Fafya
fofa (v 73 %37 3571 FCIfGCAT $T9 4T BLAATIAT 20w (5 )
Analysis of Bengali Poem Raj Mala or Chronicles of
Tripura, (2) TBustern Proverbs and Emblems (1881). (3)
Oriental Proverbs in their Relation #~ Folklore, ‘listory,
Sociology. First published in 1875, Reprint by Jatiya Sakstya
Parishad, 1956, edited by Dr. Mahadev Prasad Saba (4) A
Return of the Names and Writings of 515 Persons Connected
with Bengali Literature during the Last 50 Years and a
Catalogue of Bengali Nowspapers and Periodicals from 1818
to 1855 (1856). (5) Selections from Unpublished Records of
Government from 1747—1767 relating mainly to the Social
conditions of Bengal (1869). (6) Village Communities in India
and Russia (1870). (7) Handbook of Bengal Missions,
(8) @3tz w1 (9) Russian Proverbs

(svo) “Had we not seen by what tender thread we
hang ? Have not the late mutinies taught us how unsafe



98 T=-faaiz

is our position ? Can we permit persons, impelled by over-!
zeal to endanger our safety and induce the belief among
the people in England, already too prone to believe evil
of their countrymen, at a distance, that Englishmen in
India are guilty of the wrong and disgraceful conduct
imputed to them ?” Paterson’s appeal to the Jury in Long’s
Trial. ( “Indigo Mirror,” edited by Sudhi Pradhan, p. 124 ).

(svy) @, % 390

(>e2) “If this was a libel, the finest literature of ancient
and modern times must be shut out. Look at Moliere’s
works : they are but a series of venomous -caricatures
of the clergy and medical profession....Oliver Twist, for
example, which was written with the sole intent and purpose
of doing away with the workhouse-system as formerly
carried out ; it had been successful, Another work by the
same author Nickolas Nickleby was intended to expose and
crush the abuses in Yorksire schools, Were any legal
proceedings instituted against Mr, Dickens? (&, %: >88)
“Degfq” AT SFMa ‘“Calecutta Review” (June 1861, °
p, 366 ) farrafger : «This literary weapon being of a terrible
nature was seized and welded against British settlers.”
fagrtes wIRR  AGety wfacz-gy ‘A FIowe AT oW
MAqf”9q Qa1 FTF (14T WIIT IR : “It may be said
that such books as the Nil Darpan act as an antidote to vice
by exhibiting it in its most repulsive form, and thus give to
the morals of society a healthy tone.”

(>¥9) TTCIT QIF ANF GFFA BUIT (AT JCAMRLAA
@ fefa ferew “the least judicial of all the judges of the
Supreme Court.” ( George Smith, Life of Alexander Duff,
II, P. 877).

(>e8) ‘“The Jury, the civilians, the soldiers and merchants
in this country alike had their common origin from that
middle class whose daughters are here so shamefully maligned.
These ladies came to this country to share a life of toil and
hardship with their husbands.” (@, % see )
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(see) @, % 5%¢ 1 @afareha ot oty froa® IeaAferm @
ARG o9 @ At g7 o, @3 Brwy Tm wwET ; NAAII
““looked very cheerful and not at all like men suffering from
the sting of injurious calumnies. He did not think that
there was a single planter who cared one farthing about the
publication of Nil Durpan. He believed that there was
another motive for the prosecution, and not the one alleged ....
if the planters had really felt themselves hurt, they would
long ago have taken proccedings against the publishers of
the Native copies printed. If any copies did harm, surely
they were the native ones.” ( Ibid, p. 142)

(>ov)  @ITAIEE I FEF “TIfS-0397(S 355 oBTE T |

(>v»3) ““We ask to be relieved from the oppression of an
ignorant and mischievous despot, who is ruling the finest
country of cwue earth..and who, if he remains your Minister,
will soon bring matters to such a pass that vou will have to
make your choice between abandoning the country and holding
it at the point of the bayonet.”” ( “Brahmins and Pariahs” )

(sv) “Governor Grant is a terrible man,
As he reigns in Alipore Hall ;
A compound of Chenges and Kublai Khan
Tamerlain, Nadir and all.”

(>e») “Hindu Patriot’’, 12 May, 1860,

(339) “Indigo Commission’s Report’’ p. 45.

(s9%) TIbid, p. 21. @¥ fRCoTh =¥ @FCR I TCACR -
“orsefrArEq ICA 33 Bf6T (¥ O WeTRIT Neeand Sof¥fs
frEites 1310 @351 guarantee @ HIFNCIT fe € A
QB B |7 (2 @)

(>2) @, 7>

(99) @SITTe TS YRR &TE AfRTAT @ NAFAHA
woTtsTraa fias Afy el fim g wafesr 3t $iy Wi
A2 “wify wift @ SrAe Afe I NATART TR
T e IR @wT, Wiy &AW Afry T DA
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wTAF FPTS ey AieE, 7 NI SiraASaR U 09
TF | ARSI I T[T @ OEN 8 wIy wiaehy
s MMFIWT ©F 713 509, F179 VAR Sferyiny s
wAFTH@ STy At wiewatare Azt wafrar ) offerez
WO (IR IFA ©IY ASHT WA FICE 17 TG A179
I ¥ firute o% @ o9 (U fedl WA (wE iremd
&fs wgiggfe @f¥tartg | (“Indigo Commission’s Report,
Evidence,” p. 72 )

(>98) @, 9z 2o

(3a¢) @, 9z 9y

(59%) @, 9z 9

(>39) Buckland : “Bengal Under the Lt. Governors,” I,
p. 256.

(var) “Calcutta Review,” June, 1861

(395) Buckland : “Bengal Under The Lt. Governors.”
I, p. 257

(ste) Hiren Mukerjee : “Under Marx’s Banner” p. 99

(se>) Watts, p. 464

(s»2) Buckland, I, p. 192. tasfiear faenehs @

fégata itz &S Wg I@AMGEaT : “If one thinks that such a
strong feeling by hundreds and thousands of people as we have
just witnessed in Bengal, has no meaning of greater importance
than an ordinary commercial question concerning a particular
blue dye, such a person, in my opinion, is fatally mistaken
in the signs of the time.:No human power exerted in defiance
of the law, in support of the system ( of indigo plantation),
could have upheld it much longer, and that if the Government
had disregarded justice and policy so far as to make the attempt,
it would have been speedily punished by a great agrarian rising,
the destructive effects upon European and other capital, no man
can calculate.” ( Ibid, p. 251)

(5b9)  ‘SYS TR AU 260 WA, Sy |



(sv8) “Issued among a people, in whose secret souls the
elements of discontent had, by yearly increments, accumulated
to repletion, it (Eden's perwana ) fell like a spark on a long

prepared

train, and proved the occasion of a sudden and

widespread ignition.” ( Rev. Duff's letter to Seton-Karr, “Indigo
Commission’s Report,” Appnendix. No. III)

(sv¢) Indians “hate civilian, missionary and planter in
equal degree.---The mutiny gives conclusive evidence of the
hatred borne by natives to all Europeans or indeed Christians.”
( “Brahmins and Pariahs”, p.70 ) Ta-Ffircag ACwy e ITa-
fRte : “Missionary preachers, even in Calcutta, are sometimes
met with a remark : ‘Why do you not tell your countrymen,
the Indigo planters, to be less oppressive ; go, preach to them
first. And I have frequently heard even boys in Missionary
schools say : “Why are your Christian countrymen as bad as we
are, and you you say, you: religion is better than ours’.”

(sve)

Quoted by Hiren Mukerji, “India Struggles for

Freedom,” p. 58

. (s9)

Quoted by Hiren Mukerji ‘‘Indigo Riots of

1859-60” (“New Age,” Madras, 1939)

(svv)
)
(330)
(339)
(333)
(rav)
(v98)
(y2¢)

Kaye, “History of the Sepoy War.” I. p. 498

Kaye, Ibid, IT, p. 11.

Bueckland, I, p. 68.

O'Malley, “District Gazetteer,” Nadia, p. 32.

Ibid, Bankura, p. 41.

Ibid, Burdwan, p. 38.

Forrest : “Selections from State Papers,” II, 168-9.
DT LAY 8 T LAAGIE-aq 1R

“see9- 43 wETfRCAT”, 72 23 |

(32v)

Ry carn ;. “TraeT I s FeRY fRegre"—“agd

ANfEer,” AL sov8 |
(s»9) “gfE 31 e aAre-cIRAT PR I S
(rer el ) Fnd-franes «fs et &= [, wa Fengt

R
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fReare? Srvm -, Q8 (5o = TS MR |- e oy
-3 Ay sl e oy $r= Fer™ Rz ofe Sy
fRae—es FrTe-ZTey A4S 5 WS «ww qm 1 3w
ATS CATATRA  FRFAGE RTANczy 1Y el wes | or3
oY Reaiter fowereras $ia1 Ay1Te (q1¢ 71 30T N A
AT oAeraw 17 ( “AifE TS 4o A — AREY, W, sove | )

(sav) Fored FIFR: “Fedt Ranzs 2oz —afisy,”
¥[34, dou8 |

(333) CATMBE 0 : “Yfw AWITA SIS, o e |

(Res) 8. B. Choudhury: “Civil Rebellion in the Indian
Mutinies 1857-59,” p. 80

(xe3) Ibid, p. 115. (eR) Ibid, p. 154
(R09) Ihid, p. 158. (Re8) 1Ibid, p. 174
(xe¢) Tbid, p. 252. (Rev) Id, p. 279

(R09) “European factories (coffee, indigo etc.) had been
destroyed without any exception and examples had been made
of all such properties as fell into the hands of the rehels
and full retaliation exacted for all the acquisitive tendencies '
of the factory-owners....The popular character of the moivement
at Palamau brooks no doubt. The mutinies resulted in a civil
rebellion of a eountry-wide character in which all classes of
people from the landed gentry to the village-chief joined with the
sole aim of stopping European exploitation and wiping out all
traces of British rule. It was not, therefore, a military in-
surrection, as it has been represented in earlier works, nor a
rising confined to & small and discontented section of the
primitive tribes as dismissed in ‘Eighteen Fifty-seven’ (S. N. Sen,
p. 409), but a peoples’ war fought with the passions roused up
by the deeply stirred political sentiments.” (S. B. Chaudhury,
p. 190-91)

(2ob) “IIATY ATS} @ SRFIAT IFANG”, 92 31 'g 238 |

(2e») Hiren Mukerji: “Indigo Riots of 1859-60"—
“New Age’ Madras, 1939; reprinted in “Under Marx’s
Banner,” Calcutta, 1944. )
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