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Mr. Sadarshan: Can vou kindly tell us something of the
backgrcund of your short stories and how they originated ?

The Poet: It was when I was quite young that I hegau
to write short stories. Being a landlord I had to go to villages
and thas I came in touch with the village people and their
simple modes of life. I enjoyed the surrounding scenery and
the beauty of rural Bengal. The river system of Bengal, the
best part of this province, fascinated e and I used to be
quite familiar with those rivers. T got glimpses into the life of
the people, which appealed to me very much indeed. At first
I was quite unfamiliar with the village life as I was born and
hrought up in Calcutta and so there was an element of mysterv
for me. My whole heart went out to the sinple village people
as I came in close contact with them. They seemed to belonyg
to quite another world so very different from that of Caleutta.
My earlier stories have this background and they deseribe this
contact of mine with the village people. They have the freshness
of youth. Before I had written these short stories there was
not anything of that type in Bengali literature. No doubt
Bankimchandra had written some stories but they were of a
romantie type ; mine were full of the temperament of the village
people. There was the rural atmosphere about them. So when
T re-read these short stories of mine, many of which I have
forgotten—unfortunately I haven't got a good memory; I
sometimes forget what I wrote yesterdzy—they bring back to
me vividly the beautiful atmosphere of these earlier short
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stories. 'There is a note of universal appeal in them for man is
the same everywhere. My later stories haven't got that freshness,
that tendernesw ol earlier stories.

Mr. Sudarshan * Did you geb some characters of your stories
from living inividuals ?

The Poch :  Yes, some of the characters were suggested by
living individunls. For exarmaple, the character of the boy in
my storv “‘Chhuti” was suggesied bv a hoy in a village. I then
imagined what would bhappen to this loving and sensitive boy if
he were taken to Caleutta for his education and made to live in
an unsympathetic atmosphere of a family with her aunt. That
was the background.

Mr. Chandra Gupta : Which of your stories do you consider

as the best of the loi ?
he Poeb ceplied smilingly : No, [ cannol say that. There
are several varieties of them.

The Poet went on tn deseribe how free and how vary full of
joy were those days by the rivercide in his youth with such
enthusiasm and tenderness that the hearers were transfcrred in
their imagination to those lovely rural scenes where everything
was simple and joyful. Another story, the Poet continued, had
its origin in the village life : [ aclually saw the girl of the type,
deseribed in the story, in a village. She was quite wild and
extraordinary. There was nohody to restrain her freedom.
She used to watch me everydav from a distance and somelimes
she brought a child with her and with finger pointed towards
me she used to show me to the child. Day after day she came.
Then one day she didn’t come. That day I overheard the talk of
the village women who had come to fetch water from the river.
They were discussing with anxiety about the fate of that girl,
who was now to go her mother-in-law's house. ‘“She i3 quite
wild. She doesn’t kuow how to behave. What will liappen to
her !"" they said. The next day [ saw a small boat on the
river. The poor girl was forced to go aboard. The whole scene
was full of sadness and pathos. One of her girl corapanions was
sheding tears stealthily, while others were persuading and
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encouraging her not to be afraid. The boat disappeared. It
gave me the setting for a story named “‘The Fnd” [ “‘Samapti” ].

Then there was a Postmaster. He used to come to me.
He hed been away from his place for a long time and he was
longing to go back. He didn't like his surroundings. He
thought he was forced to live amoug barbarians. And his desire
to get leave was so intense that he even thought of resigning from
his posi.  He used to relate to me the happenings of the village
life. He thus gave me mateial for a character in my story
“Postmasker’.

Mr. Chaturvedi : I specially like that part of the story of
suggested ? It was one of the stories that has a universal
appeal. Tt is very popular on cur side.

The Po-t : The story was a work of imagination. Of course
there used to be a Kubuliwala, who came to our house and who
became very familiar with us. I imagined that he too must
have o diughter 1efy behind in his motherlund so he remewmbered
by him,

Mr. Chaturvedi : T specially like that part of the story of
Kabuliwala, where he says that he is going to his father-in-law’s
house.

The Post : On our side they rvefer to prison as sasurbars.
Do they do so in your parts too ?

“Yes, they do eall it saswralaya.” One of the party replied
amidst laughter in which all joined.

Mr. Chandra Gupta : You have adopted a new style in your
later storics. How do you like your own earlier stories now ?

Poet : My later stories have not got that [reshness, though
they have greater psychological value and they deal with
problems. Happily I had no social or political problems before
my mind when I was quite young. Now there are a number of
problems of all kinds and they crop up unconseiously when I
write a rtory. I am very susceptible to environment and until
and unless I am in the midst of a certain type of atmosphere I
cannobt produce any artistic work. During my yoduth what-
ever [ saw appealed to me with pathos quite strong, and there-
fore, my earlier stories have a greater literary value because of
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their spontaniety. But now it is different. My stories of a later
period have got the necessary technique but I wish I could go
back once more to my former life. I have different strata of my
life, ard all my writings can be divided into so many periods.
They express the sentiments of those respective periods. All of
us have different incarnations in this very life. We are born
again and again in this very life. When we come out of one
period, we are as if horn again. So we have our literary
incarnations also. In my case the difference is so vast that I
froget my former literary births and last time when I was
reading the proofs of short stories of my early period, they had
a freshness for me. They seemed to come from a shadowy past.
There was some vagueness about them and I remembered the
period of my early life like the girl at Delhi who remembers her
past life.

—Forward
23 February, 1936
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