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“Indian authors having omitted to give any detailed
description of the savage invaders who ruthlessly oppress-
ed their country for three quarters of a century, recourse
must be had to European writers to obtain a picture of
the devastation wrought and the terror caused to settled

communities by the fierce barbariaas,”
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The original accounts are well summarised by
Gibbon :—

“The numbers, the strength, the rapid motions and the
implacable cruelty of the Huns, were felt and dreaded and
magnified by the astonished Goths, who beheld their
fields and villages consumed with flames and deluged
with indiscriininate slaughter. To these real terrors,
they added the surprise and abhorrence which were
excited by the shrill voice, the uncouth gestures, and the
strange deformity of the Huns. They were distinguished
from the rest of the human species by their broad
shoulders, flat noses and small black eyes, deeply buried
in their head ; and as they were almost destitute of
beards, they never enjoyed the manly graces of youth
or the venerable aspect of age.”
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“The greatest blot on his character was relentless
bigotry. The wholesale destruction of temples was not
the best method of conciliating the Hindus of a con-

quered district,”
(Cambridge History of India, Vol. 3, p. 248)
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“The accounts of his conquests resemble those of the
protagonists of Islam in India, Sikandar Lodi’s mind
was warped by habitual association with theologians.”
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warped by habitual association with Kﬁheologians.
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“Sikandar had an opportunity while at Sambul of
displaying the bigotry which was a prominent feature of

his character. A Brahmin of Bengal excited some interest
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and among precisians, much indignation, by publicly
maintaining that the Mahomedan and Higdu religions
were both true, and were but differdit paghs by which
God might be approached. A’zam-i-Humayun, governor
of Bihar, was directed to send the daring preacher and
two rival doctors of Islamic law to court, and theologians
were summoned from various parts of the kingdom to
consider whether it was permissible to preach peace. They
decided that since the Brahman had adnatted the truth
of Islam, he should be invited to embrace it with the
alternative of death in the event of refusal. The decision
commended itself to Sikandar and the penalty was
exacted from the Brahman, who refused to change
his faith,”

@ AR (7 & T fog Srg wFETE I TS
2, wetgRe 13| Bwr MW T efwn 19 ciies
IR wAINCA 517 20, O RS & @2 TS ST I,
@3 IAT @ WA AT WS (A—it was not permis-
sible to preach peace, ®fx Ffxd $ial o7 (AraAfHre (7 TF
(Ui @ e (T8 (e ~Af5iHe @ 79 (7RI AT NFS
3,— O fagen 9 oieg efeeaw | @ e wifes o
W «@al farin Arenfe of e a0 RS e
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“This 1s a strong fortress, and many former Sultans
had been ambitious of taking it. Sher Khan Afghan
( Sher Shah ) besieged it for a year, but was killed in
the attempt to take it, as has been narrated in the
history of his reign, During the interregnum of the
Afghans, Raja Ram Chunder had purchased the fort
at a high price from Bijilli Khan, the adopted son
( Pisan-i-khwanda) of Bihar Khan Afghan.” (Elliot’s
History of Indza, vol. v., p, 333).
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“If it is true that it has passed through all spheres
of being and accomplished all tasks, it will begin the
cycle a second time, and enriched by the experience and
success of the first cycle, will be able to attain new

heights. Perhaps the time is not far off when, following
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the example of the Greeks, it will once more find its
chief aim in the shaping of man. Let us hope so, For
it has become very necessary.”
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“There is the pride of culture, like that of the ancient

Greeks ; our word “barbarian”, from their term for all
aliens, still expresses the feeling,

There is the pride of religion, remnant of the medice-
val perversion of Christianity, which transformed
acceptance of the most inclusively loving and humble
teacher earth has known, into a ground for arrogance.
The tone in which “pagan” and “heathen” are often
pronounced, tells the story,

There is the pride of political efficiency, inherited
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perhaps from Rome, causing us to despise those unpos-
sessed of organised power,

Last to grow, perhaps, is the pride of scientific and
mechanical achievement—that which impels a Westerner
to identify sanitary plumbing and speedy communica-
tion with civilisation,
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“British India at present is a “Unitary State” divi-

ded for convenience into provinces, and is not a number
of provinces federated to form a State.

There was hardly any organic connexion between
the provinces. There was no organic connexion between
the States, or any one of them and British India.” —
Statesman, Nov. 30.
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many people outside experts and specialists were really
prepared to give a reasonably full and accurate account
of its contents.—Statesman, Nov, 30.
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