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I am very much amused to find in your letter how
your vanity comes out when you describe your latest
love adventure with a heroine of ten. But I feel sure that
you will tum green with envy when you leam my own
achicvement in that direction. My sweectheart is a girl of
cleven with a wonderful power of insight which has led her
to discover in me the permanent dominance of the age 27.
I had a suspicion of this myself, but waited for corrobora-
tion from a fresh mind unsophisticated. But once for all,
the exploration has been done, the flag of possession prop-
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erly hoisted, and my lost continent of the Eternal 27 has
been recovered and captured by a brave little girl of eleven.
Of all things for which I miss you so much this fact is one
of the most important, for your rivalry would have greatly
added to my triumph. I am certain that with all the tokens
of your obvious youthfulness you would have found it hard
to producc your runaway 27th year and lay claim to a youth
which is at all durable. I hope Andrews will be able to give
you a truthful account of this episode in my life in a more
sober style than I can summon in my present state of ex-
ultation.
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