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man is a gentleman whatever inconveniences he may
have to put up with. And I think it is a gross act of
cowardice to hit a fellow who can’t return you blow
for blow. Yes, admittedly we are a weaker people and
you are very strong with your brute strength. But
muscular superiority is not a thing to be particularly
proud of. Perhaps you will say, ‘Aren’t we your
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superior in any other respect ?? Well, you may be
for aught I know but certainly you don’t show it
when you strike a weak helpless poor man. And
for what ? Imagino a miserable creature who has
been working all day with perhaps only one meal in
the early morning, gives up his night’s rest for the
chance of earning a few more pice, and can you
wonder that he should doze off to sleep and couldn’t
keep himself awake even to save his life? And
punkhapulling is the sovran remedy for insomnia.
1f ever you are troubled with sleeplessness just take
your punkhawalla’s place and pull your own punkha.
It will do you more good than any medicine in the
world. If the author of Vice Versa could write a
story reversing the positions of the punkhapuller and
his master it could be made a source of infinite amuse-
ment and, I hope, of instruction to the Anglo-Indian.

You always try to set our social shortcomings
against our political aspirations and say ‘The people
who have early marriage is not fit for self-government.’
We may with greater justice say, people who bully
their weaker fellow-beings, who habitually ill-treat
their servants who have not the power to retaliate,
who indulge in barbarous exercise of brute power
whenever they imagine themselves perfectly secure,
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are "t fit to govern any nation. Of course, moral
retribution comes very slowly, but surely— it very
often has no immediate means of revenge like the
cowardly kick that ruptures spleen, but it is all the
more thorough and unrelenting in its action. Even
if these repeated insults do not arouse our miserable
people from their lethargy and goad them to take
God’s revenge in their own hands, this unbridled
exercise of tyranny is sure to react on your national
character ; this growing habit of revelling in the
wild display of gross physical power will be one of
the potent sources of your national downfall. It will
undermine the true love of freedom on which your
greatness rests— and maltreated humanity will thus
have its awful revenge by depriving you for ever of
the only source of all real powers.

What I cannot understand is how that your
lIadies, who are ever ready with their noisy demons-
trations of pity where their pity is very often
superfluous and even harmful, do not feel for the
wretches who are treated in such heartless manner
by their husbands and brothers before their eyes.
We thank God that our early marriages and myriad
other social evils have not produced such utter
heartlessness in our women.
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The expression of afashionably-dressed woman is
now emphatically one of nakedness. Her sleeveless
bodice, cut halfway to her waist, betrays much and
suggests more. Her large white arms, her uncovered
shoulders crossed with an airy line, her bust displayed
to the last inch permitted by the law which protects
morality and forbids obscenity, her back bared in a
wedge-shaped track to her band, the ‘colour of her
gown scarce distinguishable from her skin, and the
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“fit” one which moulds the figure and makes no
pretence at disguise— in this indecent nudity she
offers herself to public admiration ; and the bold
looks of the men are the caresses which make her
purr with pride and pleasure. Her dress is her note
of invitation : and if but few honestly confess, no
one is deceived.

Orientaltq® dishonesty 7t 7@l @ty wieeriva
IA AT, O farwr @31 B Yy v Truch:
Oct. 16, 1890 :

The writer was yesterday in a city restaurant,
when, in an adjoining box he overheard scraps of
conversation which, at first, were meaningless to
him ; but, in the light of something he had heard
earlier in the day, he was able to piece out one of
those stories of trickery and fraud in connection
with the Stock-Exchange which, as a rule, the
public only hear of after the victims are ruined.
The party were very jubilant, and the copious cham-
pagne that they indulged in made them possibly
more reckless than in their sober moments they
would have been. Briefly, what was overheard made
it clear that the party were members of a ring
which had for its purpose the breaking down of the
credit of some wellknown South African shares, and
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some important information was alluded to that was
being kept in the background until the right moment
— that is, when an immediate rise was to follow. ..
The writer encloses his private card, and, in confi-
dence, would be happy to answer any inquiries.

Editor remarks : My correspondent, who is highly
respectable, and is unconnected with financial job-
bery etc.
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